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March 15 is Deadline to Make Elections and
Complete Enrollment in 2021 Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
Programs

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021
crop year. Enroliment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual
crop revenue declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides
income support payments on historical base acres when the effective price for
a covered commodity falls below its reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed,
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2021 Elections and Enroliment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC,
or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election
changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment (signed contract) is required for each
year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and
makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.
(Continued on next page.)
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Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision tools to assist
producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools
include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator. the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the ability to run payment
estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool. The Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment yield updates and
expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the past should see their username and
much of their farm data already available in the system.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in making enroliment
and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must protect all
cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county
or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to
sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that is
enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate your contract for the program year.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

FSA is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous
Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land
from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-
term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife

habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can be enrolled
in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods.
Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the
enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing Documents
Online

Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation Service can now
sigh and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete

business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and
available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs. (Continued on next page.)
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Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. Producers who choose
to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box account, where documents can be
downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is
available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can confirm
their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or a personalized
question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the
producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center
staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and sharing
documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead,
these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few simple
steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff know you're interested
in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is
needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional resources for
conducting business with USDA online. To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the
coronavirus pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans
that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. From
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. USDA conducted field research in eight states,
gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple questions about
what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will
receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also
will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to receiving a
loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on
microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” button. Follow
the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to your agricultural
operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. (Continued on next page.)

Page 3 of4


https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/mydocs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated portal
where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to information that can
help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to
view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site also offers
a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find
disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

Interest Rates - February 2021

FSA Farm Loans

Farm Operating - Direct 1.375%
Farm Operating - Microloan 1.375%
Farm Ownership - Direct 2.625%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 2.625%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.500%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%

Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 2.375%

Commodity Credit Corporation

CCC Borrowing Rate-Based Interest Charges 0.125%
Crop Year Commodity Loan (if less than 1 year) 1.125%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 3 year 0.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 5 year 0.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 year 0.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 year 1.000%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 year 1.125%
Sugar Storage Facility Loan 15 year 1.375%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay
voice users).
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